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r H cl WHITE HOUSE 

SECRET October 31, 1963 

NSC REFERRAL NOT REQUIRED 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACIllON MEMORANDUM NO. 269 i 

TO; The Secretary of State 

I'he Secretary of Deiense 

'I he C.'iairinac of the Atomic Enei'gy Commission 
i ae i.jii'ector ol Central Intelligence ' 
i lie Ciiairinan of tlie Joint Chiefs of Staff 
i lie jjirector oi Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
The special Aessisrant to Lie President for Science 
a id Technology 



« 'J *~'j 


SUBJECT: Procedure for ^Approval of Certain Nuclear Tests 

The President has directed that the following procedure be instituted 
for the review and aporoval of nuclear tests tliat might violate or be 
regarded a.s vioiating the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. A nuclear test 
tnat !. s intended to bo fully contained underground will be included in 
this category if there is a significant possibility that the test will place 
measurable amounts ot radioactive debris beyond the boundaries of tlie 
United States under circumstances in winch tiie debris could be credibly 
related Co Che trist. .. aiy ether nuclea.r test which by its nature could 
reasonably give rise to domestic or loreign charges of a violation of 
ciie Nuclear lest Ban Treaty will be included in tliis category even 
enough the spo’isoring ageiicv believes that the cliarges would prove 
to be unfounded. 

1. In planning tiie nuclear test program, the Atomic Energy 
Commission and Denartment of Defense will malte every effort to 
avoid tests ruighc b<j rega.rded as being a violation of the Nuclear 

lost Ban IreaCy. it is recognised that this will be a matter of judgment 
since tlie Nuclear ^lest Ran Treaty does not contain precise technical 
criteria as to- the naturii of prohibited tests, 

Z. If the .Atomic Energy Cointnission or the Secretary of Defense 
believes -after c-irelul study tnat a particular test should remain in the 
program, despite ci-e j.'O ■> sibili ty tliar it might give rise to a claimed 
violation of the Nuclear Test Enn Treaty, the sponsoring agency will 
submit tnie test tor r-. anew bs -i oviinmitteo , untier the chairmanship 
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of the Specia.1 A.-i sistar.t to the F'resident for National Security Affairs, 
composed of the Secre’tarv of State, Secretciry of Defense, Chairman 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, Director of C(?ntral Intelligence, 
Chairman of Cie Joint Cnieis of Staff, Director oi the .Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency and tiie Special Assistant to the President 
for Science tuiti 'i'tciir.oiogy , or t’teir designated r ep r e s, e ntative s. 

J. In Support of the proposals for each nuclear test of this type, 
the sponsoring, agency v/.ill prepare for the reviewing committee a 
detailed study of tne importance of the proposed test and the possible 
direct or indirect eff' Cts associated with die test that might be 
regarded as ev'idence of a violation of the hfuciear Test Ban Treaty. 

The study of effects associated with die test will include an analysis 
of a) tiie anticipated distribution of particulate and gaseous radio- 
active deliris under the full range of possible meteorological conditions; 

b) the extent to which blast, electroinagnetic, and other direct radiation 
]ihenomena associatecl w-th the t(‘St will occur in die atmosphere; 

c) the possibility tha*: various foreign countries would be able to 
detect the anticipated level ol ratiioactive debris and other phenomena 
associated widi tiic tests with tlieir detection instrumentation; d) 
vdsible plicnomeuia in Ihie vicinity oi the test site; and e) planned or 

(_■ xp I ; c t e c p u b ii c i t y . 

4. The revie'.vi/ig coi’imittee will be given sufficient notice of 
proposals for nuclear tests of this type to riermit adequate consideration 
by the committee aric any necessary action with minimum impact 

on tJ-.e program in question. 

5, A die committee finds that tlie proposed test is acceptable 
under the Nuch ar 'I'es-t Ban Treaty, the committee will submit its 
rccominendafi'->r- to tne President for his apiirowd. No test of this 
tvpe w,.li be Cvu'.ductcc witlic-ut ti.e apreroval of tsi-i President after 
ihe procedtmo pro sc ribcu diis mernoraruum. 
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SECRET 

ME-MORANDUM FOR HOLDERS OF NSAM'S NOS. ZIO AND 269 
SUBJPSCT; Review CorrunLEtee on Underground Nuclear Tests 


in view of t:ie close slmLlarity of tne composition 
and functions of the committees established under NSAM's Nos. 

2 id auQ 26T, ilie two committees have been combined into a cona- 
mittee to bo caAea the "Review Committee cn Underground 
Niudear Tsists n 

t. ri'.e Re-e'unv Ccrntnivtoe, under th<“ cmiirmanship 
of *tii“ S.oecic.l Assi;;tant to tee Fresndent m' hnitionai oe-curity 
A ffairs , will be compos od of the Secretaries oi btatv and Detense, 
leo Chairn.-'.n of vho At<;mic Cinergy Commission, tno Director of 
Central [;ue ill ,.,c r. ce, tiie Cnairman of the „ o int (,hieis ol Staff, 
the Director of the Arms Control am: Disarmament Agency, the 
Director of the Bureau of Ihe Budget, and me Special Assistant 
to tiu' President for Sciimce and Te c lino ie gy , or laeir uesignated 
r o r t.: s f ' Ti . t i v '■' . 

I'h.e Review Committee w iC perform tlic functions 
gp,,r:fn..i v;a M's Nos. 2 10 and 269 which the new Committee 

will rer-laee. 



Mmh-'orpe iiundy 
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^ - LiTIVt .MifMORANDUM No — i 

_ ^ , : !\ (,)vernt;e r 1 9 6 



O-'ipu!;/ Dirtictor i^P'c.ns,' 

Deputy Director (ifitMliigencej 

Deputy Oirec+or (Science S. i echnobgv ! 
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